
Doctor of Philosophy in Marriage and Family Therapy
Offered through the Amridge University School of  Human Services, the  PhD Degree Program in Marriage 
and Family Therapy is a 60-semester hour rigorous research oriented program beyond the Master’s degree.  
The number of hours required for the completion of the doctorate will depend on the number of graduate 
hours the student has already taken before entering the program.  This PhD program is not designed to 
prepare individuals for professional licensure.  It is assumed that the applicant has already completed the 
course work required for professional licensure.  If the applicant wishes to obtain  professional licensure, 
additional courses may be required.  The distinctive components of this program are its emphasis on 
Marriage and Family Therapy and its traditional and non-traditional extended learning delivery system.  
Broadly put, upon completion of the program, the student will have an advanced degree with both therapeu-
tic expertise and scholarship.  Students will complete intensive studies in theories of therapy, human devel-
opment, problems with abuse and addiction, cultural diversity, and research.  

Amridge University is accredited by the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools Commission on Colleges (SACSCOC) to award Associate of Arts, Bachelor of Arts, Bachelor of Science, Master of Arts,       
Master of Science, Master of Divinity, Doctor of Ministry, and Doctor of Philosophy degrees. Contact the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools Commission on Colleges (SACSCOC), 1866 Southern Lane, 

Decatur, Georgia 30033-4097, Telephone number 404.679.4500, at HTTP://WWW.SACSCOC.ORG for questions concerning the accredited university. 10.2014

1.888.790.8080
admissions@amridgeuniversity.edu

amridgeuniversity.edu

LIBRARY RESOURCES
Provides services, resources, e-books, online 
journals, facilities, and technology to support 
academic excellence in teaching, learning, and 
research in the University’s academic 
programs.

AMRIDGE CONNECT
Enrolled students are given the opportunity to 
purchase a University-issued iPad to use as a 
resource for accessing courses while not 
seated in front of their desktop computer.  
Download the AU Mobile iOs and Android app!

CAREER SERVICES
Amridge’s Career Services Portal provides 
Students and Alumni help with career paths, 
access to current Job Postings, Internships, 
Résumé services and e-Portfolio 
development. 

BLACKBOARD LEARN
Amridge utilizes Blackboard Learn™, 
Blackboard Collaborate™, Blackboard Mobile
™, and Blackboard Connect™ to provide 
services to our student learners.  

ADMISSIONS REQUIREMENTS
- Application with Fee
- Official transcript showing an earned 3.0 
GPA graduate degree, in a related field, from 
a regionally or selected nationally accredited 
institution.
- Writing Sample
- Interview of the Applicant

The PhD in Marriage and Family Therapy may be completed in four years if a student elects to attend 
full time. The four-year estimate includes coursework and the writing and acceptance of the disserta-
tion.  Students may also choose to take courses on a part-time basis, extending the projected time for 
completion.

ofof
SCHOOL

DT 9300  Family Therapy and Counseling in the PhD Setting    3
DT 9303  Integrative Models of Marriage and Family Therapy    3
DT 9309  Applied Adult Development       3
DT 9312  Relational Sexual Therapy       3
DT 9315  Strategies to Reduce Marriage and Family Dysfunction    3
DT 9318  Systemic Interventions in Abusive Relationships    3
DT 9321  Analysis of Substance Abuse Interventions     3
DT 9324  Systems of Relational and Intrapsychic Diagnosis    3
DT 9327  Consultation with Larger Systems      3
DT 9330  Medical Family Therapy       3
DT 9336  Quality Practice and Fiscal Systems  (For students who plan to practice) 
   OR 

3

DT 9337  Teaching Practicum (for students who plan to teach)  
FT 8300  Supervisor Training       3
RS 9361  Advanced Research Methods      3
RS 9362  Theory and Methodology in Qualitative Research    3
RS 9363  Design and Quantitative Analysis in Research I    3
RS 9364  Design and Quantitative Analysis in Research II    3
RT 9391  Research Dissertation in Therapy Module I     3
      RT 9395 Research Dissertation in Counseling Module I First Continuation (as needed) 
      RT 9385 Research Dissertation in Counseling Module I Second Continuation (as needed) 
RT 9392  Research Dissertation in Therapy Module II     3
      RT 9396 Research Dissertation in Counseling Module II First Continuation (as needed) 
      RT 9386 Research Dissertation in Counseling Module II Second Continuation (as needed)
RT 9393  Research Dissertation in Therapy Module III     3
      RT 9397 Research Dissertation in Counseling Module III First Continuation (as needed) 
      RT 9387 Research Dissertation in Counseling Module III Second Continuation (as needed)
RT 9394  Research Dissertation in Therapy Module IV     3
      RT 9398 Research Dissertation in Counseling Module IV First Continuation (as needed)
      RT 9388 Research Dissertation in Counseling Module IV Second Continuation (as needed)

Courses Required Sem. Hrs.

Total Required Hours for Doctor of Philosophy in Marriage and Family Therapy 60

Qualifying Examination
   DT 9053 Qualifying Examination for the Doctor of Philosophy in Marriage and
                  Family Therapy         0


